S E NI O R SCHO O L
CO-CURRICULAR

THE CO-CURRICULUM
At Nottingham High School we aim to provide more than academic
excellence, giving our students opportunities to gain skills that
prepare them for life.
Our co-curriculum is everything that we run alongside our
academic curriculum, and is a tremendously important
part of what we offer here at Nottingham High School. We
provide a wealth of opportunities and encourage each pupil
to develop their current interests and explore new ones.
As a School we are incredibly proud of the quality and
variety of activities offered to our students and the
tremendous benefits we see through their involvement
in this programme.
Tutors provide help and guidance to encourage tutees to
take opportunities to develop as both students and people.
Through our co-curriculum we promote skills in areas such
as teamwork and communication, leadership, physical
activity, culture and service to others.

Our House system provides further encouragement
and opportunities for pupils and students to take part in
cultural, sporting and charity activities. From involvement
in the Performing Arts and Sports, to participation in clubs,
societies and charity events, to our provision of termly
School Activity Days, there is an absolute wealth
of opportunities here at Nottingham High School.
This booklet provides information about much of what we
aim to offer this academic year, to help pupils consider
the wide variety of opportunities. This information may be
subject to change – so pupils should continue to look out
for notices in Form time, Tutor Sets and Assemblies.
Kieron Heath - Assistant Head
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CULT U RA L

ART
ART CLUB
Art Club aims to enhance pupils’ knowledge of
Art and encourage them to explore their artistic
potential. The club tends to explore different
artistic techniques over each term and is based
in the purpose built Art Department.

MIXED MEDIA CLUB
Pupils will have the opportunity to create pieces of semi-abstract
artwork. Combining a variety of materials and processes, pupils
will paint, draw, sew and collage. This club will also provide the
opportunity to learn how to use a sewing machine
to create free motion drawing on fabric.

APPRECIATION
OF THE ARTS
ARTS SOCIETY
The Arts Society provides students with opportunities to
sample some of the best performances that the Playhouse
and Royal Centre have to offer. Each year there is a
programme of about 25 events, each offered at a small
fraction of the price it would cost at the venue’s box office.
The range of events is very wide: classic plays, comedies,

CERAMICS CLUB
films, ballet, modern dance, operas and classical concerts.
This chance to broaden cultural horizons beyond exam
specifications has been a very enjoyable experience for
generations of High School students, as well as providing
further evidence that they have enquiring minds and
intellectual curiosity.

This club aims to give pupils the opportunity to extend
their knowledge of Ceramics beyond the clay work they
will experience in lessons. Pupils will create a series of
pottery pieces that explore techniques like slab building,
thumb and coil pots.
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PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
The Photography Club aims to teach pupils how to use their
camera and its special settings, how to frame a shot, use
lighting for effect, take a good portrait, take a close up and still
life, use unusual viewpoints and much more! If pupils have their
own camera they can use it in the club.

LIFE DRAWING
For older students, a regular practical workshop in life drawing.
All of the sessions are structured differently and provide
students with the opportunity to create a wide range of studies
in various materials. Life drawing sessions are a combination
of timed poses and prolonged studies.

GCSE / A LEVEL
STUDIO TIME IN ART
Support and extension is provided for
pupils and students in Art studying
for their exams. The Art Department
is a welcoming place for those
wanting more time in the studio
at lunchtimes.

DRAMA
LAMDA
The LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art)
Acting syllabus provides a structured approach that will
enable children to master the understanding, knowledge
and skills necessary for effective oral communication and
dramatic performance. The course also fosters learning
through drama and encourages a love of theatre and
literature. The Drama Department enjoys the assistance
of a part-time, peripatetic LAMDA teacher, who delivers
the programme similar in stature and format to our Music
lessons, whereby students pay to attend regular lessons
and prepare for the assessments.
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LOWER SCHOOL DRAMA PRODUCTION
The Lower School Production alternates each year between a musical and a
play and is directed by the Drama Department. This provides an outstanding
opportunity for pupils to be involved in a Nottingham High School Drama
production. Rehearsals start in plenty of time prior to the performance and
the shows are well supported by the wider school community.

MAIN SCHOOL DRAMA PRODUCTION

P E RFO RM AN CE

The Main School Production alternates each year between a musical and a play
on an annual basis and we have been treated to some outstanding shows in
recent years. Auditions take place at the end of the Summer Term in the previous
academic year, and rehearsals will be ongoing before the performances towards
the end of the Autumn Term. Involvement in the Production ensures a real insight
into performance theatre and offers a fantastic opportunities for teamwork,
developing talent and a passion for drama.

SHAKESPEARE SOCIETY

Nottingham High School has for a number of years prepared and performed a
Shakespeare play for the Nottingham Shakespeare Society. The play is normally
chosen on our behalf and the member of staff leading the co-curricular activity
works with the students to organise the cast and cut the script.

STUDIO PRODUCTION
The studio production is an excellent opportunity for pupils in Year 9 and 10
to prepare and perform a scripted play, while allowing them to take on more
responsibility and engage with the entire production concept. In recent years this
has been performed in the intimate setting of our Drama Studio and has been a
real treat for those lucky enough to get tickets.
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MUSIC
INDIVIDUAL TUITION
The school offers individual tuition from our team of specialist visiting music teachers.
Lessons are 30 minutes long and available for the following: voice, flute, oboe, clarinet,
saxophone, bassoon, French horn, trumpet, trombone, euphonium, tuba, percussion,
drum kit, piano, organ, violin, viola, cello, double bass, acoustic guitar, electric guitar
and bass guitar.

LOWER SCHOOL ENSEMBLES
SINFONIA
Sinfonia is our training orchestra. Membership includes mainly string players in Years 7
to 9 with some wind, brass and percussion. Players should be of grade 1-4 standard.
Performing opportunities include the Autumn and Lower School Concerts.

SWING BAND
This is the training jazz ensemble. It is open to students in years 7 to 10 who play
saxophone, clarinet, trumpet, trombone, drum kit and percussion, double bass, guitar,
bass guitar and piano. Swing Band enters national competitions as well as performing in
Autumn and Lower School Concerts and at external events.

WINDBAND
Windband is the training ensemble for woodwind, brass and percussion players in years
7-9. Players should ideally be of grade 1-4 standard and prepared to play a wide variety
of styles of music. Performing opportunities include the Autumn and Lower School
Concerts as well as performances in National Competitions.
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ADDITIONAL BARBERSHOP GROUPS
Membership is by audition and arranged by year group. Performing Opportunities
include the Autumn Concert, Carol Service, Spring Concert, Summer Concert, Jazz
Night and Lower School Concert, the groups sing a variety of a capella popular songs.

CHAMBER CHOIR
Chamber Choir is the senior choir for students in years 9-13. Entry is by audition
and the repertoire includes music for SATB choir and will range from large choral
works such as Britten’s St Nicolas to smaller scale unaccompanied pieces by
composers such as Pergolesi and Brahms. They perform at the Autumn, Spring
and Summer Concerts, Founder’s Day and the Carol Service.

CHAMBER MUSIC
Nottingham High School is renowned for the quality of its chamber music and school
ensembles have often been awarded top places in National Competitions. We offer
chamber tuition in all instrumental families. Players must be committed, prepared to
attend regular rehearsals and work between rehearsals. If students are interested
in being in a chamber ensemble they should speak to a member of the Music
Department and we will try to accommodate them into group.

SENIOR CH O IRS
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H ARMONY

SENIOR GIRLS’ CLOSE HARMONY
Senior Girls’ Close Harmony group is a small, auditioning ensemble open
to girls in years 10-13. They work on classical a cappella arrangements of
well-known songs as well as classic numbers arranged for an all female
ensemble. Performing opportunities include the Autumn and Summer
Concerts, Carol Service and Founder’s Day.

TEATIME CONCERTS

CLOSE HARMONY GROUPS
Boys and Girls in years 9 and 10, who have supported the Lower School Choirs,
have the opportunity to work in small chamber close harmony groups coached by
our music staff. Performing opportunities include the Lower School Concert, the
Voice Teatime Concert and other events during the year.

CUTTING HARMONY
Cutting Harmony is the Senior Boys Close Harmony Group, open to boys in
years 10-13. They sing classical barbershop repertoire through to contemporary
a cappella numbers by artists such as Queen and CeeLo Green. In recent years
they have toured to New York and Chicago and performed at the Autumn Concert,
Carol Service, Summer Concert and other events through the year.

During the year the Music School offers
a series of informal teatime concerts
arranged by instrumental family. These
are usually at 5.30pm on Wednesdays in
the Recital Hall. Places in the concert are
available on a first-come, first-served basis,
and are open to all. The concerts usually
include performers from across all three
branches of Nottingham High School and
are an excellent way to practise performing
in public. The dates of the concerts are
advertised in our annual brochure, Music
at the High School, and students should let
the Music Administrator know if you would
like to perform.

MUSIC
TECHNOLOGY CLUB
Music Technology Club is open to any
student in Years 9 and 10. It is designed
to introduce you to the potential for music
software and music technology. You
will learn how to sequence, record and
manipulate sound. The club responds to
the interests of members and will give you
confidence using Garageband, Logic and
other music software.
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SENIOR ENSEMBLES
BIG BAND
Big Band are often in demand to perform
in and out of school. It is open to our most
able saxophone, brass, percussion, piano
and guitar players in years 10-13. In recent
years Big Band have toured to New York,
The Rhineland and Chicago and have won
top awards at the National Concert Band
Festival. They perform in the Autumn and
Summer Concerts and at Jazz Night.

CONCERT BAND
Concert Band is our largest instrumental
ensemble and is open to wind, brass and
orchestral percussion players in years 8-13
of standards ABRSM Grade V and above.
They regularly compete in the National
Concert Band Festival as well as performing
at the Autumn and Summer Concerts and
Touring in Europe.

ORCHESTRA
Orchestra is open to string players of grade
V and above and a small number of wind
and brass players of grade VII and above.
Membership includes students from years 8
to 13 who wish to play orchestral repertoire
by composers such as Beethoven, Grieg
and Schubert. They regularly perform at
the Autumn and Summer Concerts and
sometimes at the Carol Service.

CHOIRS
TRAINING CHOIRS
LOWER SCHOOL BOYS’ CHOIR

YEAR 10 BARBERSHOP

Lower School Boys’ Choir is open to any boy in years 7-9.
They rehearse a wide variety of repertoire including some
four-part a cappella, some rock and pop songs, carols and
some classical pieces. They perform at the Autumn Concert,
Carol Service, Founder’s Day and Lower School Concert.

The opportunity to perform with the Barbershop is open to
all Year 10 pupils who also sing in the Lower School Choir.
An audition is required for entry. The Year 10 Barbershop are
given the opportunity to perform at Teatime Concerts, the
Lower School Concert, Carol Service and Autumn Concert.

LOWER SCHOOL GIRLS’ CHOIR

YEAR 7 CHORUS

Lower School Girls’ Choir is open to any girl in years 7-9.
They rehearse a wide variety of repertoire including carols,
popular song, numbers from musicals and some classical
pieces. They perform at the Autumn Concert, Carol
Service, Founder’s Day and Lower School Concert.

An opportunity for all of our Year 7 students to perform in
a major School music concert at the beginning of Summer
Term. The Year 7 chorus prepare in the weeks leading up to
their performance at the Albert Hall in Nottingham.

S O

M U C H

M O R E

1 5

CLIMBING

SPORT &
FITNESS

Fantastic opportunities to use our purpose
built climbing wall with a qualified and
experienced climbing instructor. From an
introduction to climbing, to development for
the more experienced, there is a chance to
test yourself and improve your skills. Climbing
offers real excitement and challenge for the
individual physically and mentally, with a vital
emphasis on working with others.

ATHLETICS CLUB
Expert coaching in specific Athletics events in the Sports Hall and at
our Valley Road playing fields in Summer Term. There are opportunities
to improve technique and fitness and represent the School in Athletics
fixtures during indoor and outdoor seasons.

BADMINTON
Use of the Sports Hall facilities to enjoy and develop skills in Badminton.
Opportunities will be available at various points over the year to enjoy
recreational badminton, whilst badminton teams will also represent the
school in county events.

CROQUET
A sure sign of the arrival of Summer – the croquet set makes its appearance
on the front lawn. Picture the scene; blue skies, well-tended lawn in front
of the grand old School buildings and the hoops and mallets are out. A bit
of fun in the sun, social croquet might provide a slightly different, and very
civilised opportunity over a lunchtime!

PHYSIC AL

CRICKET
Develop batting, bowling
and fielding skills and make
use of top class facilities
and coaching. Cricket has
a deep tradition at the High
School, with students having
access to superb grass
wickets, indoor and outdoor
net facilities and specialist
cricket coaches. A strong
fixture programme is in place
at senior and age group
levels in the Summer Term,
with opportunities for junior
and senior cricket tours.

HOCKEY
Hockey is a major sport for both girls (Autumn Term)
and boys (Spring Term) at the High School. An extensive
fixture programme is on offer, with training opportunities
during Games sessions and dedicated after-school team
sessions with expert coaches. With top-class facilities
at Highfields Hockey Centre we look to develop specific
skills and a love of the game.

CROSS COUNTRY
Cross Country running opportunities are available
for those keen to run and represent the School,
with regular training sessions and fixtures during
the cross-country season. Large numbers of our
students participate in the House cross country
events held at Wollaton Hall in the Autumn Term.

DANCE
A great addition to the co-curricular programme,
those interested are very much encouraged to
come along and get involved, learn and take part in
modern Dance under the direction of a professional
choreographer and teacher of Dance!

GOLF
Golfers have the chance to play in our annual
tournaments, so look out for the advertised
opportunities that will be played out on a local course.

NETBALL

FITNESS AND CONDITIONING
Access to the fitness suite is available to help with fitness and
conditioning. With a purpose built gym facility we are able to offer
instruction and encouragement for all, whatever their fitness aims.
From improving health and well-being through to conditioning for
our elite athletes the facilities are available to all of our students.

The main sport for girls in the Spring Term, there is the
potential to be involved with our competitive fixture
programme as well as recreational netball, complementing
the training opportunities in Games sessions. A fantastic
team sport, we have courts at our Valley Road site as well
as enjoying the use of our Sports Hall. We have regular
midweek and weekend fixtures in place and a number of
our yeargroup teams have the opportunity to tour.
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P HYSICAL
SWIMMING
The School Swimming team has traditionally been very successful and
competes at a high level, both in head-to-head galas against other
Schools and in prestigious relay competitions across the country. Trials
are held at the beginning of the Autumn Term for boys and girls in Year 7,
and for pupils in other years who would like to join the squad but have not
been involved previously. There are two training sessions per week which
the squad should attend in our on-site swimming pool.

RUGBY
Rugby is the major sport for boys in the Autumn Term. Alongside Games
sessions, after-school practice sessions occur on a regular basis for teams,
with coaching delivered by qualified rugby coaches under the guidance of our
Director of Rugby. A competitive fixture programme is in place catering for all
age groups and those at different stages of their development in the sport. With
an emphasis on development of skills and an environment in which all involved
can enjoy the game, there are fantastic opportunities for students to represent
the School at the various age-groups.

OPEN SPORTS SESSIONS

TABLE TENNIS

Opportunities to use the Sports Hall facilities. The Sports Hall
is made available for year groups to use for recreational sports.
Options include Volleyball, Basketball and Badminton – all with a
view to encouraging students to participate in activities that will
lead to fun and exercise.

A sociable, fast-paced and fun game, table tennis is a popular
lunchtime activity as full-sized tables are made available to
play on. Delicate slice, topspin forehand or smash, time at the
table can be time well spent! Quick reactions and good handeye coordination are an advantage, but this is a game that is
accessible to all and great fun to play.

ROUNDERS
Expert coaching helps to develop skills in this great summer sport!
Rounders is the main summer sport for girls, with regular fixtures
organised over the Summer Term with our fantastic Valley Road
pitches being the venue for home matches. Weekly practice sessions
are available to complement involvement in Games sessions.

TENNIS
Coaching and court-time for tennis players. Tennis is played
primarily in the Summer Term on our courts at Valley Road Playing
Fields. Our tennis players get the opportunity to train and play in
both internal and external School competitions.
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WIDER
HORIZONS

PRODUCTION TEAM
The Production Team are taught the necessary skills
to aid both Drama Productions and Music Concerts.
The skill base ranges from Lighting Design, Sound
Design, Costume Design, Stage Management, Scenic
Design and sourcing or making Props. As part of
our Activities Programme, the Production Team also
participate in the three Activities Days, which consist
of an extension on their skill base or backstage visits
to professional theatres.

COMMUNITY ACTION
A volunteering ethos is at the heart of our fantastic
Community Action Programme. All of those involved
commit to their own independent volunteering and
also come together to plan and deliver projects and
events to benefit a wide variety of groups in our local
community. A significant aspect of this is working
with local primary schools, with our students visiting
as teaching assistants and also welcoming younger
pupils into our school where we deliver Music, Art,
Sport and Drama events. Community Action have
also developed strong links with Nottingham NSPCC
Centre and local foodbanks and also host an annual
event for elderly residents who live near our school.

OUTDOOR
EDUCATION
There is huge value in students taking
part in Outdoor Activities, in terms of selfconfidence, health, wellbeing and character
development. Our Director of Outdoor
Education coordinates a varied programme
of activities, with opportunities for students
right across the school. Students can
access opportunities in expedition work,
kayaking and climbing at various stages
of their High School career, with trips and
visits planned to enrich their experience
in the outdoor environment. Residential
visits with involvement in Outdoor Activities
are offered to a variety of year groups,
with a regular after school group for older
students to meet and plan activities.

CCF
The Combined Cadet Force, which contains Royal Navy,
Army and RAF Sections, provides exciting training and
opportunities for those involved. Activities centre around
leadership, team work and personal challenge with a focus on
commitment and high standards throughout. A wide range of
courses covering everything from canoeing to parachuting are
also available to those interested. Be ready for the challenge
and be rewarded with outstanding experiences.

STUDENT
JOURNALISM GROUP
A group set up to gain skills in reporting. Students
produce media regarding the huge variety of aspects
of School life. Weekly meetings are held to provide
direction and develop communications to the wider
School. This group provides an opportunity for our
students to reflect and report on life at Nottingham
High School.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME
As a Directly Licenced Centre, Nottingham High School
offers the Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme at all levels.
Bronze in Year 9, Silver in Year 10 and Gold in Year 12. The
Award Scheme encourages participation in a wide range of
activities. in that To be successful, participants must meet
criteria in Physical, Service, Skills and, at Gold, Residential
aspects. Great value is placed in this wider development of
personal skills and commitment to a variety of activities. The
training for the Expedition section of the Award takes place

EXPLORE

over a year and will be completed during lunchtimes and
after-school sessions, with some training taking place during
weekends. For the Expedition section we offer walking at all
levels and cycling and kayaking where there is the demand.
The Expedition dates follow approximately the same pattern
each year and they can be found in the school calendar. Our
Expeditions can take us to Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire,
Shropshire, Yorkshire, the Lakes and Northumberland.

EXPLORER SCOUTS

The Explorer Scouts activities include cooking, canoeing, climbing and badminton,
as well as training for the Duke of Edinburgh Award, attained through the Scouting
Association. Guidance is provided through the different levels of the Award by Scout
Leaders, including the planning and delivery of the Expedition Sections. Activities
are organised by an Executive committee made up of Year 13 members and
staff. The Explorer Scouts meet weekly after school and also undertake weekend
activities and trips, having visited places as far afield as Switzerland and Norway!

SCOUTS
34th Nottingham Scouts are based at Nottingham High School and run
a huge range of exciting activities. The Scouts group is often
oversubscribed due to the variety of opportunities offered to the
boys and girls involved. 34th Nottingham Scouts meet
weekly at the High School and have regular camps
and trips over weekends and holiday periods.

CLUBS &
SOCIETIES

COOKERY SKILLS

CROSS-STITCH AND SEWING CLUB

Short courses in catering, cookery skills, baking and more.
Look out for notices to see how you can be involved and
find out about the opportunities over the year, as we utilise
our purpose-built kitchen for co-curricular opportunities
outside the teaching of Food and Nutrition.

For those with an interest in cross-stitch and sewing, there
is an opportunity to take some time out of a busy week
to create and chat. If you have never tried this activity
before, resources are on offer along with plenty of gentle
encouragement. Come along to find out more!

CREATIVE WRITING

DEBATING SOCIETY

Discussion, ideas and feedback - a chance to develop your
creative writing. Chances to write for competition entry,
for fun and to share ideas. Those that enjoy this aspect of
English are encouraged to explore their interest further.

The Debating Society is a thriving club for those who enjoy
exploring the challenging issues of the day, or developing their
speaking and presentation skills. We debate a wide range of
topics – from the serious to the banal – with style and panache.
Comments ‘from the floor’ are always welcome, and we
encourage a wide variety of members to participate ‘up front’.
Opportunities for out-of-school debating competitions, such
as the ESU or University of Nottingham competitions, are also
available. No experience is necessary: just come along!

CHEMISTRY CLUB

CROSSFIRE CHRISTIAN DISCUSSION

Have fun in the labs! Take the chance to design your own
experiments and explore practical chemistry. Chemistry Club
allows students time in our top class laboratories to enjoy and
participate in some exciting practical work. You can take part in
competitions and really develop your skills and interests.

A great opportunity to get to know other students and
discuss a range of interesting topics including philosophy,
science, belief, ethics, religion and human nature whilst
considering what Christians believe about these issues.
Anyone is welcome and we often start sessions with
snacks and playing a variety of games and then spend
some time in discussion exploring a particular theme
and examining the claims of the Bible.

CHESS
Chess players of all abilities are welcome to lunchtime Chess
Club, which offers the opportunity to represent the School at
various competitions. Nottingham High School has a great
tradition of successful Chess teams and fixtures are provided
through regional and national competitions. Chess is a social
and competitive activity to really challenge the grey matter!

CLUBS
CLASSICS CLUB

BEAST CLUB

Investigating insects, lizards, spiders – all sorts of beasts!
Get up close and learn how to care for and understand
some fascinating creatures.

Classics Club is not about doing Latin, but is about all things
Greek and Roman. We play games, like Latin Scrabble; read
stories about Greek and Roman myths and history; watch
films and programmes, such as ‘Roman Mysteries’ and do
creative projects, like making a Roman fort or making a set
of Top Trumps cards. The Club is run for years 7 and 8 for
at least half an hour on a Thursday lunchtime, with the help
of some older Classics students. Students are very much
encouraged to come along and try it out!
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KODU KLUB

HORSE RIDING

MODEL UN

POLITICS SOCIETY

Development of computing skills for students. Individual
digital talents and skills of students are developed and
then shared amongst a wider group, looking at coding
and communication. Opportunities are there for more
experienced students to share skills and experience with
the less experienced.

After school opportunities for pupils to take part in
lessons at a local riding centre in Nottingham. Where
there is enough interest, groups of students can sign up
to blocks of lessons to develop their riding skills under
expert tuition.

A simulation of the United Nations, meeting informally
on a weekly lunchtime basis to plan debates, allocate
country roles and determine topics for debate, with
debates every month after school. Pupils get to explore
current affairs and develop their understanding of other
countries’ politics and cultures to inform UN-style debate
and discussion on set issues.

Lunch time talks and question and answer sessions
from politicians and other guests with prominent roles in
public life. Speakers in recent times have included former
Education Secretary Nicky Morgan and Conservative
leadership candidate Stephen Crabb, as well as Jacob
Rees-Mogg. The Politics Society also helps to organise
school mock elections and is keen to explore ways of
sharing our interest in current affairs with younger pupils,
for example through members of the Politics Society
contributing to the running of our Junior PPE club.

ECO SCHOOLS
A club which allows students to find out about the
environmental issues the planet faces and how they can
be managed. The group has the opportunity to tackle
not just ‘whole school’, but also ‘whole world’ issues
and genuinely make a difference.

SOCIETIES
PPE CLUB

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
QUIZ TEAMS

Building on the House Quiz Competitions that take place
during the year, we enter A & B teams in both the Junior and
Senior School Challenge Quiz Competitions, having had
great success at both regional and national level in these
events in recent years. We also enter a team in the University
of Lincoln University Challenge Competition which has a
regional heat each year in July for Year 12 students.

HISTORY CLUB

To encourage pupils to explore areas of History not
covered in curriculum time. Activities will include film
showings, quizzes, creative projects like trebuchet
building and board game making, and mini-presentations.

PHYSICS CLUB

JUNIOR LIBRARIAN

A short training programme for Year 7 and 8 pupils to give
a thorough grounding in Library and Information work.
Children will learn about how and why Libraries are organised
and run, and what makes them effective. They will also be
given the opportunity to see some of the important items
in the School Archive. The training will enable children to
work with the Librarians in many ways. They will act as a
student voice within the Library and could gain broad skills
including confidence, increased independence in learning,
communication and problem-solving skills.

Meeting at lunchtime to look at Physics (mostly practical
activities), an opportunity for those fascinated by the
world around them to get ‘hands-on’ with problem-solving
and to be encouraged to take their interest in the subject
beyond taught courses. Opportunities to represent the
School in Physics competitions are available.

Covering Philosophy, Politics and Economics, this club gives
pupils the opportunity to discuss and debate current events as
well as covering the ‘big’ questions of life. With informal and fun
sessions led by staff and Sixth Formers, the aim is to challenge
thinking, explore ideas and gain insight through debating,
discussion and games. Delicious snacks are also available!

TABLETOP GAMING CLUB

Play and learn all types of table top games including Games
Workshop, board games, RPGs and miniatures games. Games
are available in a friendly and relaxed environment – a great way
to spend a lunchtime with others interested in these activities.
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SUPPORT
BEGINNERS GREEK

ENGLISH SOCIETY

An introduction to the study of Classical Greek, for those
interested in language and Classics. Learn the alphabet,
get to grips with the basics of the language and read
some great mythological stories. The introduction to this
subject is delivered by colleagues passionate about the
study of Classics and provides a fantastic opportunity.
There is the potential for GCSE qualification in Greek for
those who are keen to progress their studies.

The English Society provides an excellent opportunity for
students in Years 10 to 13 to present talks on texts and
authors beyond the GCSE and A-level syllabus. The Society
is open to anyone, and is of particular interest to pupils who
are eager to explore ideas outside the classroom. Talks are
welcome on any area of English Language and Literature.

FRENCH EXTENSION
AND SUPPORT

Support and extension opportunities provided for students in
French. Experienced staff are on hand to support and advise,
whilst the purpose-built ICT facilities help resource the
opportunities provided.

GEOGRAPHY CLUB

Drop in support session for extension and revision for
all aspects of Geography. Staff are on hand to provide
individualised support in the subject they are passionate
about. Particularly useful for project work.

HISTORY SOCIETY

LANGUAGES DROP-IN

A student-led society open to all with an interest in historical
events, societies and people. Lead students provide a
short presentation on a topic of their choice and then field
questions from the audience. Presentations have been
as varied as the causes of African poverty, the history of
Taiwan, explorers and navigators and the mad life of former
President of Turkmenistan, Saparmurat Atayevich Niyazov.

Drop-in support for language learners in all year-groups.
Access to ICT facilities and help with homework. There
is also the opportunity to practise your speaking skills in
French, German or Spanish in an informal setting.

ORIGAMI CLUB

Origami for beginners and students with more advanced
skills, this ancient and gentle art of creating from paper
is a relaxing way to spend a lunch break in a calm and
encouraging environment.

SUPPORT
GERMAN EXTENSION
AND SUPPORT

Support and extension opportunities provided for students
in German. Experienced staff are on hand to support and
advise, whilst the purpose-built ICT facilities help resource
the opportunities provided.

DT CLUB

SPANISH SUPPORT GROUP

Support and extension opportunities provided for pupils
and students in Design Technology. The DT studios are
open and supervised for students to explore the use of
their ideas, utilising the resources in the Department. DT
Club allows students the chance to hone their practical
and design skills under guidance of experienced staff.

Support and extension opportunities provided for students
in Spanish. Experienced staff are on hand to support and
advise, whilst the purpose-built ICT facilities help resource
the opportunities provided.

LANGUAGE AMBASSADORS
Aimed at our many enthusiastic linguists, a chance to
plan and teach a lesson about any foreign language
to an infant or a junior class. Year 10 pupils may
select a language of their choice and are responsible
for delivering an informative, well-prepared lesson.
Languages taught in the past have included Latin,
Japanese, Mandarin and Greek, as well as the traditional
modern foreign languages (French, German and
Spanish) taught here at the High School.

MATHS BUDDY SCHEME

INVESTOR CHALLENGE

For selected students who require extra help on specific
topics, working with Sixth Form students. Excellent
opportunities for both our younger and older mathematicians
to receive and provide support in the subject.

This is a national competition run by The London Institute of
Banking and Finance (IFS) University College and run to the
deadlines set by the IFS. It is a share dealing competition where
students need to monitor both the national and global economy
and then make daily trading decisions regarding their portfolio
of stocks and shares. Monthly prizes are on offer with an overall
prize at the end of the trading game.

SKILLS
MATHS CHALLENGE

Preparation for team Maths challenge – a national
competition aimed at the best mathematicians in schools
across the UK.

MATHS CIPHER CHALLENGE
Take part in the Cipher Challenge, with new puzzles
set each week by Southampton University

PHYSICS OLYMPIAD

Meetings at lunchtime to prepare for the A2 Challenge
and Olympiad (October/November) and also the Year 12
Challenge and GCSE Challenge (in March). For those with an
interest and talent in the subject, students are encouraged to
partake in these opportunities to develop their understanding
and experience beyond taught specifications.

MATHS DROP-IN

Drop-in support and extension opportunities provided
for students in Maths.

MATHS UKMT CHALLENGE

Preparation for junior team Maths, with students working
collaboratively in order to succeed. A team will be selected
and then go on to compete in the UKMT Challenge
competition.

STUDY SKILLS
A variety of opportunities to support learning, study skills
and revision strategies. An individual approach is provided
through our Learning Support Department where students
can access the support and advice from experienced staff.

HOUSE COMPETITION – WHEELER CUP ACTIVITIES
Our House system offers further opportunities to get
involved with different co-curricular activities. Every student
and each Tutor Set belongs to one of our four Houses;
Cooper’s, Maples’, Mellers’ and White’s. Each year there
is a huge range of co-curricular activities and competitions
which provide opportunities for students to represent their
House. Each House activity contributes points towards the
overall annual House competition – The Wheeler Cup.

The activities available include Music, Charity Work, Chess,
Cross Country, Indoor Rowing, Junior and Senior Quiz, Verse
Speaking and Singing Choirs, Hockey, Photography and our
School Sports Day, to name but a few! You can even get
involved with leading and organising the activities.
Students are encouraged to represent and support their House
and enjoy the friendly competition by getting fully involved.
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