
Dear Parents,

It has been a real joy to be back in school and for us to be returning to more normal times. The School has had an excited
buzz to it since the start of term and it has been great to see so many of our activities returning and the students really
enjoying these and their learning – today sees our Activities day which is a popular day in our calendar. We are, of course,
mindful that the pandemic hasn’t ended and it remains important that every member of the school community tests
themselves twice weekly and stays off if they have any symptoms of Covid. Thankfully disruption so far has been minimal.
It was good to see many of you attend our Speech Day last week and it has been good to hear from many students how
inspired they were by Martine Wright’s address. Thanks are also due to all the pupils who spoke or were involved in the
music for the part they played in a very special evening.

A group of our Year 13 students are involved in the 24 relay race this weekend called Equinox. They are raising funds for a
local charity and it would be fantastic if the School community could get behind them by sponsoring their efforts. They each
have to run 10k legs of the relay in turn across a full 24 hours and they will certainly earn any support which you are able to
give. The link to their JustGiving page is in the newsletter below. 

Preparations are well under way for our Open Day next weekend and we hope that all students in Years 10-13 will help
guide our guests around. Early indications are that we are going to have more visitors than ever and so we really do need
the help of all of these students as well as any in Years 7-9 that are asked to help in departments. Please do let any of your
friends and colleagues who might be interested in the School know about this event and further details can be found on the
School’s website. 

I hope that you will encourage your child to read our September book of the month. Do watch the video below where Mrs
Simpson introduces the book. We are really keen to promote reading for pleasure as this has such a beneficial impact on
the learning of all children and this month’s title should also lead to some interesting discussions over screen use.

I have enjoyed watching some of the early sports fixtures – last week I was able to see many of the girls’ teams play at
Ratcliffe and this weekend I will be at Valley Road in the morning to take in the boys’ rugby. Last weekend saw 24 of our
teams involved and I want to thank all the staff that run these teams and I wish all those playing this weekend all the best
for their fixtures against Bablake. 

Now that Speech Day is behind us I am enjoying starting the work on several projects for the future that I mentioned at that
event. The plans for our new wellbeing centre are being advanced and we have begun the work looking afresh at the
School’s Vision and Values. We have had some excellent discussions on a wide range of topics in our early management
meetings and it is good to be focusing once again on the future strategic development of the School rather than on having
to react to ever-changing Covid guidance. 

It has been exciting to be back in school and I hope that your sons and daughters are really enjoying the early weeks of the
term. As always if any issues emerge please do contact their tutor in the first instance. 

Kevin Fear (Headmaster)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

You can access all the latest sports information, including
team information, on the sports website

Term Dates 2021/22

The term dates for 2021/2022 are live on our website and you
can view them here.
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The Year 12 term began with a Prom. Staff and students alike loved the event and it was fantastic to
see students looking so elegant in ball gowns and suits. In fact, we were so impressed by the
students that we are already planning a repeat for the future. Mrs Lemon is currently putting the final
touches to the prefect rota too and we look forward to soon seeing Year 12 helping our around
School or running clubs.

Our Sixth Form Lecture program also started last week with a fascinating talk by Rick Findler on his
career as a photographer. His experiences in war zones and at major protests inspired everybody,
and it was a perfect way to start off the year.

YEAR GROUP UPDATES
SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Head of Year 7 - Ms Hollie Matthews 

Head of Year 8 - Mr Oliver Pratten

Head of Year 9 - Simon Barr Smith

Head of Year 10 - Mr Paul Allison

Year 7 have settled into the High School very well and seem to be finding their way around school,
apart from the odd time we find a few lost together! Many staff have commented on how engaged in
lessons they are and how friendly they are as a year group. We are very excited to take them on their
residential to Mount Cook. They have enjoyed trying out some new clubs at lunchtime and getting
involved in their first set of sports fixtures last weekend. It has been a busy first couple of weeks for
them and that is before the homework has even started! It has been lovely to see so many of them
using the school library too. Well done to Year 7 on a brilliant first few weeks! 

Assistant Head, Individuals Y11-13 - Mr David Gillett

Year 9 have settled well in to the new school year. There is a real energy after the disruption of the
last year and this bodes well for the busy year ahead. Although we have only been back for a week a
number of students have contributed to the STEAM club already and it is pleasing to see that we also
have some students who are looking to mentor younger students in Years 6 and 7. There are lots of
opportunities as part of the House Bridge Cup competition as well over the next month which should
keep our students busy during the days ahead. 

Year 10 have settled well into the new term. Some students were lucky enough to receive prizes at Speech Day.
Sangita M spoke eloquently to the audience about Food Technology and Akhil B spoke about his research on
the UK reducing the usage of Palm Oil. 

The year 10 Ambassador scheme was launched and several students have started to run lunchtime clubs for
year 7 students, including Drama, DT, and Food. Year 10 have started their PSHE programme and have been
taught about illegal and Class A drugs.

Sports fixtures have returned with many girls representing the hockey teams and the boys playing rugby fixtures. 

The year 10 CCF cadets have enjoyed their first activities day on MOD property since the Covid 19 restrictions.
They enjoyed a trip to Beckingham Army Camp in Lincolnshire.

The Year 8s have settled happily into school over the past two weeks, and Mrs Gillett and I have
enjoyed welcoming them at the start of the new school year. We’ve returned to the normal timings of
the school day, and this is the first year when they have to move around the school to their different
lessons. To help them do this, we have been concentrating on making sure they know how the school
day works, where their different lessons are, and what is expected of them. To get the year off to a
good start, we have asked them to concentrate on making a ‘good impression’ on their teachers in
their first lessons. We’ve had some fantastic feedback about the cohort, and it’s great to see so many
of them getting the year off to a good start.



    I am very honoured to become the first Patron of
Nottingham High School, following the expiry of my
term of office as a Governor and Chair of the Board.
During my term as a Governor we have always put
the enhancement of student outcomes at the forefront
of our decision making. 
    We have invested significantly in both the
academic provision and the pastoral care which the
School offers. The creation of the new post of
Assistant Head, Teaching and Learning demonstrated
our commitment to academic excellence. Our plans to
develop a Wellbeing Centre at the School along with
the growth of our Counselling Service shows our clear
concern for the welfare of those in our care and in our
community. The same is true with our new facilities,
such as the Junior School extension, the new Hockey
pitches at Highfields and the progamme of
refurbishing our science labs. There are many more
examples, all aimed at improving our students’
experiences.
    This ongoing investment continues to make a High
School education a life changing experience, as it
was for me when I started at the School nearly sixty
years ago. I was neither an academic high-flyer, nor
someone who excelled at anything in particular. My
early years were in the “B” stream, I was tone deaf,
couldn’t act, but had an enthusiasm, rather than any
ability for sport. Yet with careful nurturing in the sixth
form from the likes of David Peters and David
Matthews I somehow contrived to be accepted by
Cambridge University.

Similarly, David Phillips, Bob Mardling and Geri
Thomas instilled a passion for rugby, and Ozzy Lush
and Tony Bird a love of tennis. Cambridge set up my
lifetime career, while school sport introduced me to
many lifetime friends. I think I still may be the only
person in the School’s history who gained first XV
colours as a front row forward and first VI colours as
a tennis player! There is something for everyone on
offer.
    In my day the City, the County and Derbyshire
County Council all funded scholarships to the High
School, so something like 40 students a year
received a free education. This enabled many
talented students to share the same life changing
experience and to go on and make a full contribution
to Society. This was social mobility in action, long
before it became a political “buzz” word.
    Sadly, those scholarships, and their
replacements, are no longer available, with the
result that many able and deserving potential
students miss out on the chance to enjoy the
benefits I had. 
    Those of you who heard my first Chairman’s
speech at Speech Day in 2016 may recall my
commitment to raising funds so that many more
students could benefit from a High School Bursary. 
We have made steady progress since then,
especially with support from a few very generous
donors and legators, as well as grants from local
trusts and foundations. Progress has inevitably been
hampered by covid and lockdown, but I am
delighted to report we have raised sufficient to fund
an additional bursary place for seven years starting
September 2022 . Our modest success has also
given us the confidence to appoint our first full time
Fundraising Manager in Sam Ellis. I hope that you
will enjoy reading about Sam’s plans along with the
efforts of the School’s Development Office and help
us realise our ambition to make a High School
Education “needs blind” to all.
    If you would a conversation with me regarding our
vision and our work please do get in touch;
wild.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk

NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
APPOINTS FIRST EVER

CHARITY PATRON
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By David Wild

mailto:wild.d@nottinghamhigh.co.uk


Welcome to New Students and Staff
 

Speech Day
 

Wimbledon Success
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SCHOOL NEWS
Whole School Open Day

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

We're so excited to be opening our doors for
prospective families again, our annual Open Day
will be taking place on Saturday 25th September.
Thank you in advance to all our staff, parents and
students who help out on the day, it's such a great
chance to show the outside world what a fantastic
community we have here at Nottingham High
School. Please do tell your friends and family to
get in touch with our admissions department by
emailing admissions@nottinghamhigh.co.uk A very warm welcome to all of our new Students and

Staff who joined us at the start of September. We hope
you've all settled in well and are ready for the year ahead!
 

A huge congratulations to Henna Q who played in the
National Junior U14 Wimbledon Finals. Over 8,000
children took part and Henna ended up being in the last
16! She won her group round at Wimbledon and was
playing on the legendary grass courts (mainly the
training courts). Competition was extremely high with
some international players also taking part. Henna
thoroughly enjoyed this experience and played
exceptionally well amongst some really talented
players.

In addition, she was also selected for the Fred Perry
U14 Regional Championships, which she played this
but lost in the semi-finals. Another great tournament for
Henna

It’s been an amazing summer for Henna and she has
been so privileged to have been able to take part in
some great tournaments! 

YEAR 7 2021

NEW STAFF 2021

There's still time to get your copy
of the Speech Day programme.
Copies are available at the Senior
School Reception.

OPEN MORNING 2019
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We welcomed back award-winning war photographer
Rick Findler for our first Sixth form PSHE session of the
new academic year. Rick had just returned from
Afghanistan and shared with us an article he had worked
on following and photographing a group of female skiers
in the central highland province of Bamyan before the
Taliban took over. He also shared his stories of the fall of
Gaddafi in Libya where he photographed the struggles of
every day people amongst the violence.The Hong Kong
protests in 2019 as well as the explosions in Beirut in
2020 also featured in Ricks highly engaging talk.

Sixth Form PSHE

SCHOOL NEWS
Nava Food Sponsor

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Our headline sponsors of the opening of the
School’s Hockey pitches have generously offered an
exclusive discount to our School community.

To place your order please visit mynava and quote
‘oldschool50’ to get 50% off your first order.
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Congratulations to Lohit (Y11) who won both the
U16 silver medal in the singles, doubles and mixed
doubles, the U18 silver medal in the doubles and
the U18 bronze medal in the mixed doubles at the
recent Nottinghamshire County Badminton
Tournament. A huge well done, what an
achievement! 

County Badminton Tournament

This September saw our launch of the “Book of the
Month” project at the Senior School. Each month a
different title is selected and shared widely with students,
staff and the wider school community to get everybody
talking about books. This month’s offering is “The
Disconnect” by Keren David, an accessible YA read
around the theme of smartphones and whether we could
live without them, or not. The response to far to this
project from students has been excellent, with library
copies flying off the shelves and some really thoughtful
conversations going on in tutor sets and amongst
friendship groups about their reading. We really
encourage parents to get involved with this initiative and
consider reading a title to be able to discuss it with
students at home. There are plenty of studies which
support the vital importance of reading on young
peoples’ academic attainment and mental health, and so
we are delighted to be launching this project this term.
Watch this space for next month’s pick… You can hear
more about this project from Mrs Simpson here. 

September Book of the Month
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SIXTH FORM PSHE

LOHIT - BADMINTON

BOOK OF THE MONTH - 'THE DISCONNECT' BY KEREN DAVID

https://mynava.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/r-TkBa3BFd0
https://youtu.be/r-TkBa3BFd0


We started the term with a lunchtime tour of the
Supreme Court and a chance for aspiring lawyers to find
out more about the UK’s final court of appeal for civil
cases. Great questions from the students, with particular
commendation to Nathan in year 9 for asking some very
tough questions to our guide, Cloe! 

We’re also delighted to have been selected to help judge
this year’s Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize. A
reading group will be meeting each Monday to discuss
the 6 shortlisted books and decide their choice of winner
by the end of the year. 
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-
prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/

This week is National Coding Week and we’ve enjoyed
the opportunity to hear from Simon Harris at Kheiron
Medical https://www.kheironmed.com/ about how the AI
revolution in cancer treatment. He works on software
that uses machine learning techniques to continually
improve cancer detection so that problems are spotted
much earlier. This is a growing career area and we hope
his talk will inspire some of our students to try out coding
too! 

HARRIET BARKER HOCKEY

Eight year 13 students are running the Equinox 24
at Belvoir Castle on the 18th/19th Sept. The race
consists of 10km laps run in a relay. Running day &
night to raise as much money as possible for the
school charity. You can donate here
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nottinghamhi
ghschoolequinox

School Charity Fundraising 

SCHOOL NEWS
Sixth Form Success

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations go to Grace Foward for her
performance in the Great North Run and to Hou Yu
Lei, who has just returned from the Olympic Hopes
Regatta in the Czech Republic, where he
represented Great Britain at Sprint Canoe. He
reached the semi-finals of both of his events and we
are all proud of his efforts.

17TH SEPTEMBER 2021 PAGE | 07

Congratulations to Harriet Barker, who has been
selected for the Futures Cup - this is a fantastic
achievement! Harriet was selected from the best
76 U17 girls from across England, from the
England Hockey Performance Centres. Read more
about Harriet's experience here. 

Hockey Careers

NEW JUDGES OF ROYAL SOCIETY BOOK PRICE

Music Scholar's Concert
You are warmly invited to attend our Music

Scholar’s Concert on Tuesday 21 September at
7pm. This is our first live concert in the school
Recital Hall for some considerable time. It’s

promising to be a highlight of the musical calendar
showcasing some of our most talented students. It’s

a varied programme with each of the 21 Music
Scholars performing one piece. If you would like to

attend, please let the music administrator know how
many seats you require at

musicadministrator@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
 
 
 

https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/
https://www.kheironmed.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nottinghamhighschoolequinox
https://nottinghamhigh.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Futures-Cup-new.pdf
https://nottinghamhigh.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Futures-Cup-new.pdf
mailto:musicadministrator@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
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SCHOOL NEWS
GALLERY

Click to see our full album of Speech Day Photos First Assembly of the Year Year 10 Practicing Drawing Communication in D&T

Official Opening of the Hockey Pitches at HighfieldsYear 7 Climbing Taster

Mr Fear went down to Ratcliffe at the Weekend to Support Girls' Hockey

Year 10 & 11 Enjoying the Climbing Wall

White's House have their First House Assembly It's Great to see Students back in the Library

Year 7 Learn about Archimedes and his Theory of Water
Displacement

Year 10 Art Homework

Our wonderful Student Art was displayed this week

https://flickr.com/photos/nottshigh/albums/72157719860246732
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IATWXKXKhqE
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmWc7s7L
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmWc7s7L


Easy Fundraising - Help us raise money
EasyFundraising is a brilliant platform which allows you to do your
online shopping and raise money for your favourite cause at the same
time. We currently have 74 registered users who have raised over
£1803.70 for the Nottingham High School Bursary Fund without it
costing them a penny. The retailer makes the donation as a ‘thank
you’ to you! Please sign up today!

Sponsor a Stone
Since its launch in 2017, our Sponsor a Stone campaign has raised almost
£35,000 for the School's Bursary Fund plus another £8,000 in Gift Aid!
Waverley Walkway is lined with personalised stones - a permanent feature of the
School, one which will be enjoyed by our community for many years to come.
This is a great opportunity to celebrate links with Nottingham High Society as well
as supporting our work to create opportunities for children who, without financial
assistance, would be denied their opportunity to attend the School.

Attendance in School

If you know in advance that your child is going to be absent
from School, please apply for an Exeat by emailing
exeat@nottinghamhigh.co.uk. If your child is ill or
unexpectedly absent, please telephone the School Reception
on 0115 978 6056 before 8.40am on every day they will not
be attending and we will update our registers.

Prayer Meetings

The prayer support group meets regularly, and all are
welcome. Our next meetings will be on Tuesday 16
November. 

Please contact Helen Bromley (Helen.bromley@sky.com or
07816164550) for details or to join our mailing list. 

Social Media

Don’t forget that you can follow us on social media to keep
up-to-date with what’s happening at the school. Please do
feel free to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
Flickr. A full list of all Nottingham High School departmental
social media accounts is available on our website.

iParent and iStudent

iParent and iStudent are extensions from iSams and will give
you access to important information anytime, anyplace,
anywhere. Download the iParent app from your mobile phone
app store for free!

PARENT NOTICES
SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS
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If you would like to contribute a story to our newsletter, we'd love to hear from you! 
Please get in touch at marketing@nottinghamhigh.co.uk 

To order your stone 
please visit our website.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/nottinghamhigh/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=refmailshare
https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9EBOfZ_jis
mailto:Helen.bromley@sky.com
https://www.facebook.com/NottsHigh
https://twitter.com/NottsHigh
https://www.instagram.com/nottshigh/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nottshigh/albums
https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/
https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/
https://oldnottinghamians.co.uk/


Think in 2 - 4 year
ahead increments -
Change is constant!
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Q U O T E  O F  T H E  W E E K

D A N I E L  C L A R K E  ( O N  1 9 8 9  -  1 9 9 6 )

BOOK OF

THE MONTH

https://youtu.be/i6LUlUOa_Dk
https://youtu.be/r-TkBa3BFd0
https://youtu.be/owJTx4T22ug
https://youtu.be/owJTx4T22ug
https://youtu.be/r-TkBa3BFd0
https://youtu.be/r-TkBa3BFd0

