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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,

I am writing this after returning from this year’s HMC Conference. This conference brings together all the Heads from the top independent
schools from around the country and we are inspired by a very varied and interesting range of speakers including this year the Rev.
Richard Coles and Peter Tatchell. It also provides an opportunity to attend some workshops and share ideas with colleagues in other
schools. It was again a really positive and inspiring few days and a chance to refresh my vision for the future. I returned yesterday and
witnessed the medical professionals delivering the vaccination programme in School – thank you to you all for your co-operation with this
and the whole day went very smoothly.
It was good to hear yesterday some information regarding public examinations next year and the standards that they are to be based on
alongside confirmation of the results days next summer. Our students are well-prepared to meet these standards but it is pleasing to have
this information much earlier this year.
Last weekend saw our annual Open Day and I am delighted to report that we had record numbers of visitors including several visiting us
who currently attend other local independent Schools. It was with tremendous pride that I saw so many of our students giving their time to
help to promote our school and to have received so much positive feedback from those that they showed around. It looks as though we will
have another strong intake next September at all levels in the School and it is clear that more and more parents are considering us for our
strong academic offering, our excellent care for individuals and our wide co-curricular programme. Thank you to all of you who recommend
us, it really does help the School to remain strong.
It is hard to believe that we are now just two weeks from half-term. I wish all those taking progress tests all the best with these and I am
also enjoying signing off many of this year’s UCAS Forms and reading the applications that our Upper Sixth students are making. We put a
huge amount of effort into this whole process and the final applications are really very impressive.
Finally please do encourage your children to read our next recommendation as Book of the Month. There is considerable evidence that
children that read widely perform better in their academic work so this initiative is designed to encourage wider reading for pleasure. Mr
Duckett’s video promoting this month’s book “When the Sky falls” can be found at the end of this newsletter. Although I don’t get the time
to read as much as I would like I do always like to have a book on the go and my current read is Ellie Shafak’s ‘10 Minutes and 38
Seconds in this Strange World’ which I would very much recommend to you. It would be so good if we could boost the number of children
just simply reading for pleasure and as adults we can set a positive example in this respect. Copies of our book of the month can be
collected from the School Library.
Kevin Fear (Headmaster)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
OCTOBER
TODAY

1

ADA LOVELACE
DAY
GCSE MUSIC
RECORDING

4

WEEK B
Y7 ART
WORKSHOP

BIOLOGY & SPACE
WEEK

11

WEEK A

18

5

6

Y10 PARENTS'
EVENING

Y12 & Y13
PROGRESS TEST

Y7 ART
WORKSHOP

7GIRLS MATHS
OLYMPIAD
Y12 TASTER DAY
Y7 TEATIME
PERFORMANCE

8

DEAR DAY

RAF FLYING DAY
Y12 SLAPTON
TRIP

13

14

15

Y12 TASTER DAY

SIXTH FORM
OPEN EVENING
BRIDGE CUP FINAL
LIBBY BURGESS
RECITAL
Y11-13 HOUSE XC

19

20

21

22

28

29

12
Y8 HOUSE XC

Y9-10 HOUSE XC
HOUSE SINGING
CHOIRS
LIBBY BURGESS
MASTERCLASS

Y7 HOUSE XC

HALF TERM

25

26

27
HALF TERM

Please see our School Website for the most up to date
information via our online calendar here
Term Dates 2021/22
The term dates for 2021/2022 are live on our website and you
can view them here.
1ST OCTOBER 2021

Sports Fixtures and Results
You can access all the latest sports information, including
team information, on the sports website
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YEAR GROUP UPDATES
Head of Year 7 - Ms Hollie Matthews
Year 7 had a fantastic Activities Day on Friday 17th – Saturday 18th September. They enjoyed working in
teams to solve the clues on the Treasure Trail around Nottingham castle and the canal before heading to
Mount Cook Adventure Centre for their residential. Year 7 took part in a variety of activities including high
ropes, archery tag, team building games, rock climbing and abseiling. It has certainly taken them a few
days to recover after an exciting couple of days! Since being back in school, homework for Year 7 has
started and many of the Year 7s are involved in House Events such as the choirs and quiz teams, as well
as trying out all of the new clubs. It was also great to see so many of them helping out in departments at
Open Day on Saturday 25th September and those involved were excellent ambassadors for the school.

Head of Year 8 - Mr Oliver Pratten
On Friday 18th September, the Year 8s took part in the National Enterprise Challenge. This is a business
day that asks students to work together in groups to form a company and come up with a marketing plan
for a new product. This year’s challenge was based around developing a new ride for Thorpe Park theme
park. A key aspect of the brief was to create a ride that would also entertain people while they queued up to
wait. The teams came up with some amazing ideas and the winning team ‘A journey to the depths – chose
your destiny’ put together a proposal to create a ride to explore an undersea world. The team’s (please see
the photo) presentation was excellent and covered a marketing plan with a clear pricing strategy, an advert,
a launch event and a detailed description of their idea. Well done to the winning team who will now go on to
the national finals on next July.

Head of Year 9 - Simon Barr Smith

On Activities Day, Year 9 took part in a Charity Day. During the day we learned about the work of a local
charity, Nottinghamshire Hospice. The talk also focused on the role charities play in general in society and
how they raise money for their work. The key fact being the importance of their services and the need to
fundraise to deliver these services. Our speaker, Rebecca, gave a very informative presentation on this
and the students asked some very pertinent and intuitive questions. Later in the day the whole year group
embarked on a 10 km sponsored walk in aid of the hospice. We were blessed with some very pleasant
weather and everyone was in good spirits throughout. The behaviour of the students was exemplary.
Clearly the aim of the afternoon was to raise as much money as possible for our charity and, to date, we
have raised a staggering £1913.76. We are hoping that the students will consider further fundraising
activities throughout the year in support of the hospice. Great work Year 9!

Head of Year 10 - Mr Paul Allison

Year 10 have had a busy couple of weeks. Over eighty students completed their Bronze DofE over the
weekend of 26th September. They had to endure very inclement weather conditions, but returned safely
and happy they had completed the two day hike. Nearly all of year 10 students helped out on Open Day,
acting as guides on the day, proving to be ambassadors for the school. Hockey and Rugby fixtures have
included over fifty students in year 10, competing against Bablake school from Coventry. It has also been
pleasing to see many students attending after school and lunchtime training sessions.
The year 10 Ambassador programme has seen students leading Netball sessions, Art Clubs and Debating
Club for younger students in years 7 and 8. In PSHE year 10 have moved on to look at the effects of
Alcohol abuse after completing their work on Illegal Drugs. The students have also attended assemblies on
‘Black History Week’ Teaching and Learning themes and the launch of Silver DofE.

Assistant Head, Individuals Y11-13 - Mr David Gillett
We took our biggest ever Year 12 group to ‘Go Ape’ in beautiful Sherwood Pines for this term’s Activities
Day. This is always an incredibly popular event and not only provides a chance to get to know one another
in a very different setting to the School environment, but also, after an intense start to the academic year,
put studies to one side for a while and engross themselves in a totally different sort of challenge. The sun
shone for us and as usual, the year group were great company; staff particularly enjoyed having the
opportunity to get to know some of the new students. This is not an activity for the faint-hearted and we
were incredibly impressed by the determination and resilience shown by all students, particularly those
who had to conquer a fear of heights! As well as the high ropes, our students enjoyed a few rounds of
frisbee golf, a bit of football and, of course, sampling the refreshments on offer in the café.

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS

OPEN DAY 2021

Showcasing our fantastic Students, Staff and School to prospective families
"Thank you for the tour today, I
thoroughly enjoyed it. It was so
lovely to talk to your staff, who
are all so passionate about
educating and engaging with
students. A special thank you to
our knowledgeable tour guide
Ranali."

"The breadth and the
excellence across all
subjects really stood out.
The enthusiasm of the
pupils and staff about their
subject areas too"

"I found the school to be
much more 'normal' than I
expected and felt like we
could fit in more than I
feared"
"Yana was absolutely
brilliant - she was easy to
talk to, friendly and
knowledgeable. She
related very well to both
me and my daughter"

"We were impressed by
our tour guide's relaxed
charm, knowledge and
interest in our family"

"The feel and
atmosphere of the
School was uplifting
and wonderful"

"Really impressed with our tour
guide (Nathan). He was very
polite, articulate and helpful. He
gave a very unique but in depth
appraisal of the school and
nothing was too much trouble for
him. He is a credit to the School"
1ST OCTOBER 2021
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SCHOOL NEWS
News from the Development Office
The School’s Development Team were delighted
when the Community Action Students offered to
help out recently during Activities Day, ahead of
their volunteering project in the local community.
During the course of the morning, 14 students took
the information recorded in back copies of the
School Record year books and uploaded the details
onto the School’s database.
A valuable part of our work is digitalising records
from the School’s Archives. Not only does it create a
lasting record of our students and our history, but it
also means that we can keep in touch with our Old
Nottinghamian (ON) Community. This is also very
important to us. We are delighted that we are in
touch with more ONs than ever before. We love
hearing all their stories and memories of their time
at the School.
By sharing our regular publications we can keep our
ONs up to date and let them know what’s going on
at the School.
There’s always interesting news about our
community, opportunities to access mentoring or
career advice, to read about what our ON’s are
getting up to and dates for your diary. In total, 560
Alumni records were digitalised and, collectively, the
Community Action students saved the Development
Team 35 manpower hours.

COMMUNITY ACTION

Chemistry Residential to St Catherine’s College,
Cambridge by Neel B (Y13)
After receiving a Roentgenium award in the Cambridge
Chemistry Challenge, I was invited to attend a 4-day
residential camp at St Catherine’s College, Cambridge
where I attended many fascinating lectures on Organic
and Physical Chemistry given by world-famous
chemist, Dr Wothers. These lectures varied from
learning about formal charges and functional group
levels to wavefunctions and solving Schrödinger
equations. I also had a lot of fun using problem-solving
skills and working with others to work out the organic
synthesis of various pharmaceutical drugs, and doing
many complicated and enjoyable practicals. What
made the practicals even more fun was that we needed
to plan a method before doing some of them; my
favourite was an experiment where we successfully
figured out the formula of a copper(II) complex. Some
other highlights of the trip were getting to stay on
college grounds and experience what it would be like to
live and study here. It was an amazing experience and
I would definitely recommend it for anyone who gets
this incredible opportunity.

A huge thank you to Mr Beattie for facilitating this on
our behalf.

IMPORTANT Notice to all Parents/Guardians
Please can you ensure that ALL items of School
Uniform and Sports Kit are clearly named. There is
always a vast amount of lost property that is unable to
be returned to pupils because it is un-named.
NEEL B AT CAMBRIDGE

1ST OCTOBER 2021
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SCHOOL NEWS
LIBBY BURGESS PIANO RECITAL

A note from our Head Groundsman,
Mr Ian Jones at Valley Road
I thought I'd write to the Parents of Nottingham High
School as it's been a while since I have and I very
much enjoy sharing updates on our well loved
sports sites.
It was great to meet so many of you at the official
opening of the hockey pitches, I am so pleased to
report that all is well at the site. The students and
staff alike are great to work with, and all of the
students seem to enjoy what the new facility brings.
Valley road is a hive of activity at the moment, with
the building of the new netball/tennis courts well
under way. I have no doubt that this will be a great
training area, to add to the cricket nets. It's taking
some time, as I am sure you are all finding, to get
back to some sort of normality after what has been
and continues to be a difficult time, the students that
I have come across seem to excel at the freedom of
movement they have again. As for me personally, it
has been a very difficult, and at times a very
stressful period but I rise to the challenges thrown at
me and continue to enjoy the sports events, meeting
and chatting to many wonderful parents.

Young Enterprise
Over 75 of our Year 12 students have signed up for
the Young Enterprise Company programme this
year. We now have 6 companies up and running.
This week, the students were busy interviewing
each other for the various roles such as Finance
Director, Marketing Director and of course,
Managing Director. Once students have been
assigned roles, then there are the important tasks of
deciding on a company name and their first
product/service to meet the all-important Christmas
Market.

Fundraising Piano Recital
We are fortunate to have the opportunity to host a
fundraising piano recital by the concert pianist, Libby
Burgess, on Thursday 14 October at 7pm in the Recital
Hall here at Nottingham High School. It promises to be a
wonderful evening which I hope you will be able to
attend.
Tickets can be booked on Trybooking on the following
link: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BGKI
The nominated Project 48 charities are: Help Musicians,
Youth Music, Live Music Now and Future Talent.
Between them they help hundreds of thousands of
musicians every year, offering financial support, creating
opportunities, addressing inequalities, and altogether
safeguarding the future of the music world.
Tickets are priced at £20 per adult and £10 per child (18
& under) and includes a glass of wine or tea and coffee.
Please click here for more information about Libby
Burgess and here for information about the Bach
Project.

Vacancies

We're proud to have a friendly and diverse body of staff at the school across the academic and support functions,
and we are often looking for new people to join our teams. We're currently looking to recruit a Director of Finance to
join our community. Take a look at our vacancies here.
1ST OCTOBER 2021
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SCHOOL NEWS
Book of the Month!
Our Book of the Month for October is ‘When The Sky Falls’ by Phil Earle.
This is set during the Blitz and tells the story of Joseph, a boy already
struggling with his anger even before he is uprooted to London to contend
with the formidable Mrs F, her dwindling city zoo, an unsympathetic local
schoolmaster and the nightly bombing raids. Adonis, the zoo’s powerful
silverback gorilla, has a big impact on him, but does Joseph have the
courage to act if a Luftwaffe bomb happens to free Adonis from his enclosure
to run rampant across the city? The characters in this tale are realistically and
thoughtfully described and the dramatic imagery of the falling bombs will stay
- BADMINTON
with you long after you have finishedLOHIT
the book.
Immerse yourself in this wellcrafted, accessible read this month!

CLICK THE IMAGE ABOVE TO
HEAR MORE ABOUT 'WHEN
THE SKY FALLS'

Old Nottinghamian Success
It was fantastic to hear from ON Dr Sanat Kukarni this week. Sanat
left Nottingham High School in 2015 after finishing his A Levels in
Biology, Chemistry and Maths, he went on to study Medicine at the
University of Birmingham. After graduating with a First Class
MBChB degree, Sanat was awarded the Arthur Thomson Gold
Medal for the programme. This is an extremely prestigious award
given to the best performing Student in the cohort (a cohort of over
300). Further to this, Sanat was also awarded the Queen's
Scholarship which is given to the best performing Students in the
final examination. Sanat's success didn't end there as he was then
awarded the Arthur Foxwell Memorial Prize in Medicine and
Joseph Sankey Prize in Clinical Surgery. Finally, Sanat was the
nominee of the College of Medical and Dental Sciences for the
Vice Chanellor's award! Since graduating, Sanat has now started
as an Academic Foundation Doctor in Birmingham!

DR SANAT KULKARNI (ON)

Chess is back!
We have resumed face-to-face chess
games every Wednesday lunchtime 12.4513.45 and Thursday lunchtime 12.45-13.20
in E13. All are welcome. If you are a
beginner or a player wanting to play in one
of our school teams there is something for
everyone.

We love to hear about 'life post Nottingham High School' from our
ONs. We are so proud of what our Students become and the paths
they take - we do encourage all Students to keep in touch, become
a part of our Old Nottinghamian community and share their
successes with us. Congratulations Sanat, what an amazing
achievement!

SAVE THE DATE
Friday 26 November – Higher Education and Careers Fair (10am – 4pm)
Parents welcome throughout the day to visit the Exhibition. Full list of exhibitors to be confirmed in due course,
but will include universities (UK and overseas), gap year providers, short course providers etc.

1ST OCTOBER 2021
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SCHOOL NEWS
CAREERS

Spring Lakes
As a break in their UCAS applications and hard
work in preparing for iminent Progress tests,
students in Y13 were treated to a well deserved day
of fun and games at Spring Lakes in Long Eaton.
They tried their hand at a variety of water sports,
including knee boarding and paddle boarding and
enjoyed some good humoured playtime on the
inflatable obstacle course and in pedalos. There
was a fair degree of healthy competition on display
throughout the day and some cheeky fun; trying to
flip teachers off their SUPs attracted some attention
at one point!
Impressive progress was made with knee boarding
which proved to be highly popular. Several students
achieved more than 2 laps of the course before
falling off (some of these students were also
running in the Equinox 24 race the following day –
impressive stamina!) It was an enjoyable day with
the sun shining and it was fantastic to see a
busload of relaxed and happy students on their
return to school.

The Royal Society Young Person's Book Prize &
STEAM School

It’s been great to get the clubs up and running over the
past couple of weeks. The Royal Society Young
Person’s Book Prize judges have debated the merits of
the 6 shortlisted books – judging them exclusively by
their covers in our first meeting! Steam School is
currently focussing on the Metaverse mission with both
the year 7-9 club and the year 6 club at IJS; we’ve heard
a great introduction to VR from Al Qavi (who’s helping
out as part of the 6th form Prefect rota) and tried to
understand exactly how our brains are fooled into
believing the images from a headset are real.
Thanks to all the parents who’ve offered to support
Careers this year. Planning is underway and I will be in
touch with everyone over the coming weeks.

Supreme Court Tour
We started the term with a lunchtime tour of the Supreme Court and a chance for aspiring lawyers to find out
more about the UK’s final court of appeal for civil cases. Great questions from the students, with particular
commendation to Nathan in year 9 for asking some very tough questions to our guide, Cloe!
We’re also delighted to have been selected to help judge this year’s Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize.
A reading group will be meeting each Monday to discuss the 6 shortlisted books and decide their choice of
winner by the end of the year.
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/
This week is National Coding Week and we’ve enjoyed the opportunity to hear from Simon Harris at Kheiron
Medical https://www.kheironmed.com/ about how the AI revolution in cancer treatment. He works on software
that uses machine learning techniques to continually improve cancer detection so that problems are spotted
much earlier. This is a growing career area and we hope his talk will inspire some of our students to try out
coding too!

1ST OCTOBER
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SCHOOL NEWS
Ligeti Quartet
The Ligeti Quartet resumed their 2nd year of
residency at the High School this week and our
students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work
with them. In the morning, the Quartet ran a
practical workshop for Year 9 & 10 students,
focusing on Beethoven's 'Cavatina' as a starting
point for composition. During the afternoon they
worked with Year 11 students, performing the
compositions the students had created and
discussing ways in which they could further improve
their skills. At lunchtime, Junior School pupils
enjoyed a performance from the Quartet in the
atrium. Their energy, enthusiasm and expertise
were much appreciated, and we are looking forward
to their next visit in early December.

LIGETI QUARTET

Y9 London Docklands Trip
It was an absolute pleasure to be back into the swing of
proper fieldwork after our virtual fieldtrips last year. Y9
enjoyed a full day around the London Docklands,
observing and evaluating the success of the regeneration
that has occurred. Starting at St Katherine’s Docks near
Tower Bridge, we walked through Wapping to Shadwell
to observe the changes with distance from the river.
Continuing on the DLR to the vast Royal Docks, where
we watched a plane take off at close quarters from the
City Airport, we then visited Canary Wharf, where
students were in awe of the impressive CBD; some
considered they might like to work there one day! A
highlight was a restful boat trip in the sunshine from
Greenwich to Tower Bridge seeing the Docklands from
the river. For many, the train journeys were an additional
bonus to a long but successful trip. Students are working
hard now in lessons on their follow up newspaper
reports.

Y9 LONDON DOCKLAND TRIP

Biology Week and World Space
Week

Next week (4th – 10th October) is Biology Week
and World Space Week! Science has planned 5
days of amazing biology and space themed events
and activities for all students. This includes our
annual BioBakes competition, insects and
astronaut food to eat at break, and observing with
remote telescopes in Hawaii. Remember to ask
your teacher or view the timetable in science for
more details and to join in the fun!

1ST OCTOBER
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SCHOOL NEWS
GALLERY

Year 13 Testing their Mathematical Minds during Biology

Enjoying the Climbing Wall

An Eyecatching Display by our Spanish Department

Young Engineers

Story Time with Mr Fear at Lovell House

1ST OCTOBER 2021

A Fantastic Assembly by Mrs Simpson on Monday

Excellent Resilience in Difficult Conditions for our DofE Group

Tutor Set is a Great Time to Catch Up

Celebrating a Birthday during DofE Camping

Year 7 Ceramic Sea Urchins

Mrs Simpson and Tutees during a Library Session

A Throwback to our Scout Troop of 1951
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PARENT NOTICES
Easy Fundraising - Help us raise money
EasyFundraising is a brilliant platform which allows you to do your
online shopping and raise money for your favourite cause at the same
time. We currently have 74 registered users who have raised over
£1803.70 for the Nottingham High School Bursary Fund without it
costing them a penny. The retailer makes the donation as a ‘thank
you’ to you! Please sign up today!

Sponsor a Stone
Since its launch in 2017, our Sponsor a Stone campaign has raised almost
£35,000 for the School's Bursary Fund plus another £8,000 in Gift Aid!
Waverley Walkway is lined with personalised stones - a permanent feature of the
School, one which will be enjoyed by our community for many years to come.
This is a great opportunity to celebrate links with Nottingham High Society as well
as supporting our work to create opportunities for children who, without financial
assistance, would be denied their opportunity to attend the School.

To order your stone
please visit our website.

Prayer Meetings

Social Media

The prayer support group meets regularly, and all are
welcome. Our next meetings will be on Tuesday 16
November.

Don’t forget that you can follow us on social media to keep
up-to-date with what’s happening at the school. Please do
feel free to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
Flickr. A full list of all Nottingham High School departmental
social media accounts is available on our website.

Please contact Helen Bromley (Helen.bromley@sky.com or
07816164550) for details or to join our mailing list.

Attendance in School

iParent and iStudent

If you know in advance that your child is going to be absent
from School, please apply for an Exeat by emailing
exeat@nottinghamhigh.co.uk. If your child is ill or
unexpectedly absent, please telephone the School Reception
on 0115 978 6056 before 8.40am on every day they will not
be attending and we will update our registers.

iParent and iStudent are extensions from iSams and will give
you access to important information anytime, anyplace,
anywhere. Download the iParent app from your mobile phone
app store for free!

If you would like to contribute a story to our newsletter, we'd love to hear from you!
Please get in touch at marketing@nottinghamhigh.co.uk
1ST OCTOBER 2021
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FEATURED VIDEO
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Work out what you
really enjoy doing
and find as many
ways as you can to
do more of it!
MARK FLANAGAN (ON 1987 - 1995)
1ST OCTOBER 2021
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